
CASE  STUDY  2  -  THE  BYRD  FAMILY 
 
 
On 16th September 1912, Percy H Byrd (1874-1922) put 
up for sale 136 acres of land which he owned at Badsey 
(see www.badsey.net under “Auctions of Land”).  The 
Byrd family had been major landowners in Badsey and 
Aldington since the 18th century, and Percy’s great-
grandfather, Thomas Byrd (1753-1835), was one of the 
largest landowners in Badsey and Aldington at the time of 
Enclosure a hundred years earlier. 
 
Percy Henry Byrd was the second child and eldest son of 
Henry and Emily Byrd.  He was born at Badsey in June 
1874, but spent most of his childhood living in Stratford 
upon Avon or Birmingham.  The family had been forced 
to move from Badsey because of the ailing family fortunes 
and his father sought work as clerk in a brewery.  In about 
1885, the family moved to a terraced house in Aston, one 
of the main reasons being so that the boys could be 
educated at King Edward VI’s School, Aston.  
 
Percy’s father, Henry Byrd, had a life interest in the 
properties at Badsey inherited from his father, viz Pool 
House and the cottages and land in Badsey Field; this was 
for his use for life and after his death for his sons severally 
and successively.  Henry always longed to return to 
Badsey, which he did do in about 1903.  Pool House was 
then occupied by Mrs Ashwin, the widow of William 
Henry Ashwin of Bretforton.  He did not wish to evict 
Mrs Ashwin and so rented The Firs on the other side of 
the church to Pool House. 

 

 

 
Henry died in 1908 and Percy, as eldest son, inherited the land, which was being used for market gardening 
and let out to 41 individual tenants; there were also three cottages.  But Percy was getting more and more 
into debt, taking out a number of mortgages.  From 1898 onwards he had at various times used Badsey 
Fields as security to raise money, eventually amounting to £3000.  In December 1909, when the mortgages 
were transferred by the mortgagors to the Cirencester Diocesan Working Men’s Conservative, he was then 
described as Licensed Victualler of Stork Hotel, Liverpool. 
 
A deed had been enrolled at the High Court of Justice (Chancery Division) in 1898 to terminate the entail, 
which meant that the land could be sold.  With the 1910 Act coming into force, Percy obviously decided 
that it was time to sell.  The sale particulars described the land as highly suitable for garden and fruit culture 
generally and specially adapted for the growth of asparagus.  67 acres were unsold.  The existing mortgages 
were repaid from the proceeds and a further loan of £1800 raised on the part unsold.  This land was sold 
off at various dates by the time the loan was repaid in 1919.   
 
Percy Byrd died at sea in January 1922, having contracted double pneumonia whilst on a cruise in the 
Canary Islands.  One part of the Badsey Fields Estate, Rye Furlong, remained unsold, and still belongs to 
this day in the ownership of descendants of the Byrd family. 
 

http://www.badsey.net/past/m1912


 
Land at Rye Furlong remained unsold and still belongs to descendants of the Byrd family to this day. 

 

 
Another part of the Badsey Fields Estate, Church Headland, Lot 15, on which was growing three short rows of apples and three 

short rows of Pershores.  There were also two glasshouses and a timber and iron shed. 



 
Two of the cottages at Badsey Field (now known as Orchard Cottages at the far end of Badsey Fields Lane) were in Lot 9 and 
were inspected a short time before the auction in September 1912.  They remained unsold in 1912, but were later sold in 1919. 
 

 
The 1911 census, taken 17 months earlier, shows Edward Roberts and family in the cottage at the end of Badsey Field Lane. 



 
The Field Book entry for the Byrd family home, Pool House occupied by Mrs Gwenelin Ashwin (now divided into two semi-

detached residences, the present-day Nos 23 & 25 High Street, Pool House and The Dower House). 
 

 
The 1911 census showing widow, Mrs Gwenelin Ashwin, at Pool House, with a companion and servant. 

 


